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To  The  Chairman  and  Members, 

Sherborne  Urban  District  Coxmcil. 


Ladies  and  Oentlemen, 


I  have  the  honoiir  to  submit  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1366. 


The  report  is  prepared  and  will  be  circulated 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Public  Health 
Officers  Regulations,  1959. 


Allowing  for  the  smallness  of  numbers  under 
consideration,  in  general  the  vital  statistics  compare 
favourably  with  those  for  the  Country  as  a  whole. 


There  v/as  no  serious  increased  incidence  of 
notifiable  disease. 


I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Raeburn,  your  Public 
Health  Inspector  for  his  co-operation  and  help  during 
the  year,  and  for  his  assistance  in  preparing  this 
report.  I  am  also  indebted  to  Miss  J,  Shirley  for 
her  efficient  services  as  my  Clerk  during  the  year. 


I  would  also  like  to  thank  3''ou,  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen,  for  your  courtesy  and  consideration  through¬ 
out  the  year. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be. 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Slgg^OME  URBM  DISTKECT  COUNCIL 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDIC/J[.  OFFICER  OF  HEiULTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR 
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Area  -  1,^50  acres 

Rateable  Value  -  1st  April,  19^7 
Production  of  a  penny  rate  -  I966/67 

1967/68 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population  (Registrar  General's  Estimate) . 7.680 

Natural  &ro;vth  of  Population  (Births  over  deaths)  ..  28 


£276, 16a 

£1,030  (est) 
£1,040  (est) 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


COHPAR.ITITO  RATES 


Male 

Female 

Sherborne 

.  _U.  D. 

England 
&  Wales 

Total 

Illegitimate 

50 

5 

^^)Rate  per  1,000 
,)resident  popu- 
^)lation  =  13.2. 

18.8 

17.7 

STILLBIRTHS 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

1 

Nil)Rate  per  1,000 
Nil)live  8z  Still- 
Nil)births  =  19.0 

19.0 

15.4 

DEATHS 

Total 

33 

)Rate  per  1,000 
42)resident  popu- 
)lation  =  9.8 

6.3 

11.7 

DMTRS  IN  INF/JMTS 

Under  1  year 
Under  4  T70Gks 
Under  1  ueek 

2 

1 

1 

Nil) Infantile  death 
Nil) rate  per  1,000 
Nil) live  births  =19.4 

.  19  ♦4» 

19.0. 

Deaths  from 

"  It 

II  II 

II  II 

II  II 

II  II 


It  II 

II  II 

II  II 

II  II 

11  II 

II  II 


Maternal  Causes 
Tuberculosis 
Cancer  of  the  lungs 
Other  Cancer 

Coronary  Disease  (Angina) 
Other  Heart  or  Vascular 
diseases 
Influenza 
Pneumonia 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Leukaemia  iileukaemia 


1966 

12^ 

Mk 

12§1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

2 

3 

13 

19 

14 

9 

12 

19 

11 

13 

28 

.  22 

22 

31 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

7 

5 

3 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

1 

2 

-  1  - 
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SherBorne  is  a  trading  centre  of  an  agricul¬ 
tural  area,  as  iv'eH  as  Being  a  tourist  and  educa¬ 
tional  centre.  Principal  industries  include 
light  engineering,  manufacture  of  industrial 
glass  faBrics,  glove  making,  dairies  and  mineral 
¥/ater  manufacturing. 


HEALTH  SEPVIGES  IN  THE 
District  which  are  not  the  responsiBility  of  the 

District  Council. 


THE  HOSPIT'^^L  SEPVIGE 


The  Yeatman  Hospital  (West  Dorset  Hospital 
Group  of  the  W'essex  Regional  Hospital  Board) 
provides  the  local  hospital  requirements,  Both 
in-patient  and  out-patient. 


lABOPJiTORY  SERVICES 


The  PuBlic  Health  LaBoratory  Service  has 
again  proved  co-operative  and  efficient. 


GEilERAL  liEDIC  ^L  PRACTITIOI^BR ,  OPTHALHIC  Am 

PHA RI-.. A CEUT IC^-iL  SERVICES 


These  are  administered  locally  By  the  Dorset 
Executive  Committee. 


COUI^TY  COUNCIL  SERVICES 

The  personal  preventive  health  services  are 
the  responsiBility  of  the  County  Council. 

They  comprise,  the  cars  of  mothers  and  yoxing 
children,  maternity,  school  health,  prophylactic 
inoculation,  home  nursing,  mental  health,  the 
amBulance  service,  the  care  and  after  care  of  the 
tuBerculous,  Blind  and  handicapped,  health  edu¬ 
cation,  the  domestic  help  service  and  the  v/elfare 
cf  the  aged. 


VOLUHTA RY  SERVICES 


A cknov/ledgment  must  Be  made  to  the  excellent 
voluntarj^  v/ork  carried  out  in  the  district  B3r  the 
British  Red  Cross  Society,  the  Guildof  Social 
Service  and  the  meals  on  wheels  service  provided 
By  the  W . R . V . S . 

Portj'’  four  elderly  people  Benefitted  from 
this  v.aluaBle  service  compared  with  fortjr  during 
the  preceding  year.  Not  onlj’’  are  the  meals ^ 
appreciated.  But  even  more  (one  sometimes  thinks) 
are  the  twice  weekly  visits  By  the  helpers  who 
take  the  meals  around. 
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..0_  N_  J  .T_  A,  .Ii,..,il,Jl  .  _-A_  Jj  _.T  _H_  SERVICES 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ~  Noel  E,  Pearson  M.R  C-B 
(Part  time)  L.R.C.P. ,  D.P.H. 

He  also  acts  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
four  other  District  Councils  in  the  North  Dorset 
area,  and  as  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer 
to  the  Dorset  County  Council. 

The  time  available  which  he  has  to  devote  to  . 
his  duties  with  your  Council  is  slightly  more 
than  one  half  day  per  week. 

Dr.  G.  B.  Hopkins  of  the  Blandford  and  Wimhorne 
districts  acts  in  a  voluntary  capacity  as  his 
deputy  during  his  absence,  on  a  reciprocal 
basis. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  -  P.E.  Raeburn, 

M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  -  E.  Wood, 

M.A.P.H.I. 

Clerical  Staff  -  One  Clerk  (part  time) 


WATER  SUPPLY 


The  Wessex  Water  Board  is  responsible  for  the 
public  water  supplies  in  the  district. 

All  the  houses  in  the  town  have  a  piped  mains 
water  supply  and  no  house  is  dependent  unon  a 
stand-pipe  supply. 

The  supplies  remained  adequate  and  satis¬ 
factory  throughout  the  year. 

In  addition  to  the  thirty  six  samples  for 
bacteriological  examination  taken  by  the  Board, 
one  hundred  and  twenty  eight  samples  were  sub¬ 
mitted  for  examination  by  your  public  health 
staff,  and  two  for  chemical  examination. 


Five  private  v^ater  supplies  were  in  use  for 
industrial  purposes.  Regular  sampling  of  these 
supplies  was  carried  out.  The  private  borehole 
which,  during  the  previous  year,  gave  unsatis- 
factorj^  results  is  now  giving  more  satisfactory 
results,  in  addition  to  v/hich,  the  supply  is 
being  chlorinated. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


There  are  three  sets  of  public  conveniences 
in  the  aistrict  supplied  with  wash— hand  basins 
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with  a  cold  water  supply.  Paper  towels  and  soap 
are  available  from  a  slot  machine. 

One  convenience,  for  females,  in  each  set  is 
free  of  charge. 

New  conveniences,  up  to  modern  standards  with 
hot  and  cold  water  and  hot  air  hand  drying  facili¬ 
ties,  have  been  provided  in  the  old  market  yard  car 
park,  being  conveniently  placed, not  only  for  the 
car  park,  but  also  the  principal  shopping  street. 

It  is  regret  fill  that  some  members  of  the 
public  do  not  treat  these  facilities  with  the 
respect  or  care  due. 


PUBLIC  CLE.^NSINCt 


House  Refuse 

The  Council’s  scheme  provides  for  the  collec 
tion  of  house  refuse  weekly  and  disposal  b3r  con¬ 
trolled  tipping. 

Salvage 


There  is  no  salvage  collection. 

Cesspool  Emptying. 

No  provision  is  required  to  be  made  in  the 
district. 


OPPICES,  SHOPS  &  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1965 


Your  tvtTo  Public  Health  Inspectors  are 
appointed  Inspectors  (part  time)  under  the  /^ct. 

During  the  year  two  hundred  and  twenty-three 
inspections  were  carried  out,  compared  with  one 
hundred  and  fifty  two  in  the  preceding  year. 


CLEAN  AIH  ACT,  1956 


Forty  three  smoke  observations  were  made  and 
eight  verbal  notices  given.  Spot  checks  were 
carried  out  from  time  to  time.  In  connection 
with  boiler  installations  conflict  of  interests 
were  experienced  with  the  Planning  Authorities, 
regarding  chimney  heights. 


PADIOACTIt'E  SUBSTANCES  ACT 


One  factory  in  the  district  is  registered  under 
the  Act, 
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I^GTORIES  ACTt  1961  (Nil  figures  not  given) 


( i)  Factories  in 
which  Sections  1,2, 
3,4  &  6  a re  to  he 
enforced  hy  Local  ' 
.Authorities 

■(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  hy  the 
Local  .Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises 
in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  hy  the  Local 
.Authority  (excluding 
outworkers'  promises) 


No.  of  Inspec-  Written 
Premises  tions  Notice 
on 

Register  _ 


2 


2 


59  127  2 


3 


64  -  132  2 


No.  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Found  Remedied  Referred 

hy  Factory 

  Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
Unsuitable  or 

defective  15  15 


Total  15  15 


No.  of  outworkers  (’H'’earing  .Apparel)  —  67 


SWIMMING  BATHS 


There  is  one  private  swimming  hath -to  which 
the  public  have  access.  Regular  samples  of  the 
water  from  this  and  other  private  swimming  baths 
in  the  district  were  taken  during  the  year.  Two 
samples  proved  unsatisfactory,  as  a  result  of 
wnich.  increased,  chlonnatioii  was  cap3?iGd. 


THE  CONTROL  OF  MOVEABLE  Pl^ELLINGS 


There  are  two  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the 
district,  one  of  which  has  not  yet  heen  developed. 

The  remaining  one  is  at  Lov/er  Clatcomhe  for 
sixty  one  caravans.  The  large  majority  are  for 
residential  purposes,  and  a  limited  number  of 
spaces  being  reserved  for  caravans  in  transit. 

Fifty  two  inspections  of  the  site  v;ere 
carried  out  during  the  year. 

In  addition,  one  site  for  a  single  caravan 
for  temporary  use  was  licensed  during  the  year. 


VFRIJ INDUS  PREMISES 


Advice  was  given  in  respect  of  several 
cockroach  and  cluster  fly  infestations.  Advice 
vras  also  sought  on  wasp  eradication. 


PREVUNTIDN  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


The  duUes  of  the  District  Council  under  the 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  are 
carried  out  in  the  district  by  the  North  Dorset 
Joint  Rodent  Committee  whose  activities  cover  the 
five  districts  in  North  Dorset  and  the  Beaminster 
Rural  District. 

In  the  Urban  District  operators  of  the  North 
Dorset  Joint  Rodent  Committee  received  691  com¬ 
plaints.  16  required  no  action  -  589  private 
dwellings  and  102  business  premises  were  inspected. 
Treatments  were  divided  as  follows  -  Rats  430, 

Mice  211,  Moles  30  and  Rabbits  4.  The  tip  and 
sev/ers  were  also  treated. 


RAG-  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING-  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 


There  are  no  premises  subject  to  registration 
under  the  above-mentioned  Act,  within  the  district. 


PET  ANIMAI.S  ACT,  1951 

No,  of  licensed  premises . 1 

No,  of  inspections  made 
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ANIMAL  BO;>RDING  EST.ABLISHI'AENTS  ACT,  1965 

There  are  no  premises  registered  under  this 
Act  in  the  district.  ’ 

Under  the  Act,  with  certain  limited  excep¬ 
tions,  any’ person  who  carries  on  a  "business  of 
providing  accommodation  for  other  people’s  animals, 
even  in  a  private  house,  must  "be  registered  under 

this  Act,  "by  the  District  Council. 

«  «  »  «  < 


SANITATION  0?  SCHOOLS  AND  SCHOOL  G MITEL NS 


All  school  canteens  and  "boarding  school 
houses  were  reinspected  during  the  year.  The 
general  standard  of  food  hygiene  was  good. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1943  and  1951  - -Sec. 47 


No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  the 
year  toward  the  compulsory  removal  of  a  person 
requiring  care  and  attention. 

Persons  of  this  category  are  not  unknov/n. 

One  is,  however,  most  reluctant  to  initiate 
action  under  this  Act,  unless  the  welfare  of 
other  persons  is  seriously  interfered  wMth,  It 
is  rarely  in  the  true  interests  of  the  persons 
themselves,  when  compulsory  removal  is  so  often 
followed  "by  early  demise,  which  cannot  "be  dis¬ 
associated  from  the  compulsory  removal. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT 


Action  was  called  for  with  regard  to  noise 
from  a  large  factory  w^hich  caused  nuisance,  par¬ 
ticularly  at  night,  and  in  the  summer  time  when 
the  ventilating  roof  windov/s  v/ere  required  to  "be 
open. 

Remedial  action  was  taken  which  effected 
some  improvement  in  the  existing  factory  shed, 
and  no  trou"ble  has  "been  experienced  with  a  newly 
designed  shed. 


HOUSING 


No.  of  houses  in  the  district 


im,  ^  tm 


.  .  3,. 532. 


Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year 


No.  of  dwelling  hoi:i£ss  inspected  diiring 

the  year .  60 

No.  of  inspections  made .  91 

No.  of  informal  notices  served .  Nil 

No.  of  informal  notices  complied  with  .,  Nil 

No.  of  statutory  notices  served  ..  Nil 

No.  of  statutory  notices  complied  v;ith  ..  Nil 

No.  of  houses  reported  under  Section 
16  of  the  Housing  /ict,  1958  Nil 

Action  taken  hy  the  Local  Authority 
in  respect  of  such  houses; 

Demolition  Orders  made  .  Nil 

Undertaking  accepted  for; 

Closure  .  Nil 

Reconditioning .  Nil 

Other  Action  .  Nil 

No.  of  houses  included  in  Clearance  Areas 
during  the  year  .  Nil 


Slum  Clearance 

During  the  year  a  survej'’  was  completed  under 
the  Housing  Act,  1964,  to  ascertain  v/hich  houses 
in  the  district  could  properly  he  included  in 
compulsory  ’improvement'  areas. 

A  Report  was  submitted  to  the  Council  in 
respect  to  seven  areas,  which  included  foiar 
hundred  and  eighty  eight  such  houses. 

No  formal  action  on  this  report  has  been 
taken  by  the  Council,  but  a  considerable  amount 
of  'improvement'  is  being  voluntarili?"  undertaken 
by  the  owners  concerned. 

Overcrov/ding 

No  'statutory'  overcrowding  came  to  notice 
during  the  year. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 

Four  houses  are  known  to  be  let  in  lodgings. 

Improvement  Grants 

No  application  for  'Discretionary'  but  thirty 
four  applications  for  'Standard'  improvement  grants 
were  received  during  the  year,  compared  with  one 
and  forty  eight  respectively  during  the  preceding 
year. 

New  Houses 

Forty  nine  new  houses  were  built  by  private 
enterprise  during  the  year,  and  thirt^T"  two  by  the 
Council  compared  with  thirty  nine  and  none 
respectively  during  the  previous  year. 
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Thirty  four  families  were  housed  hy  the 
Council  during  the  year,  compared  with  eighteen 
during  the  preceding  year. 

Waiting  List 

One  hundred  and  thirty  six  applicants  were 
on  the  Council’s  housing  waiting  list  at  the  end 
of  the  year  compared  with  one  hundred  and  eightjr 
one  a  year  previously. 


INSPECTION  .^ND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD  SUPH^IES 


1.  Milk 

Milk  &  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959 

No.  of  ’Dealers’  subject  to  registration 


by  the  District  Council  .  8 

No.  of  ’Dairies’  in  the  district  subject 
to  registration  ..  ..  . .  2 

No.  of  ’Distributors’  subject  to 

registration  .  Nil 


Samples 

Forty  seven  samples  of  milk  in  the  district 
were  taken  during  the  year  bjr  your  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  submitted  for  examination.  .All 
samples  passed  the  test. 

In  addition  two  hundred  and  twenty  four 
samples  were  taken  by’  Officers  of  the  County 
Council. 

Brucellosis 

No  samples  of  ra'ilk  were  submitted  for  exami¬ 
nation  for  Brucella  infection  by  your  Inspectors. 
This  examination  is  carried  out  as  a  routine 
measure  by  the  Coimty  Staff,  and  any  positive 
result  notified  to  me.  No  such  notifications 
were  received  during  the  year. 


Milk  &  Dairies  COeneral)  Regulations.  1959 

Regulation  20. 


No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during 
the  year. 
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2.  Other  Food  Premises 


The  niimher  of  food  premises  in  the  area,  hy 
type  of  husiness,  subject  to  the  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations  1960. 


Trade 

No.  of 
Premises 

No.  of 
Premises 
fitted 
to  c om- 
ply  with 
Reg.  16. 

No.  of 
Premises 
to  which 
Reg.  19 
applies 

No.  of 
Premises 
fitted 
to  com¬ 
ply  with 
Reg,  19. 

Hotels 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Cafes 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Public  Houses 

11 

11 

11 

11 

Clubs 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Church  Halls 

5 

1 

5 

2 

Canteens-Schools 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Confectioners 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Meat  and  Pish 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Grocers 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Mixed  Stores 

12 

12 

12 

11 

Boarding  Schools 

21 

21 

21 

21 

Pood  Factories 
Residential 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Institutions 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Greengrocers 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Stalls 

5 

0 

0 

0 

Others 

3 

3 

3 

3 

117 

108 

112 

108 

No.  of  food  premises  subject  to  regi 

strati  on 

under 

Section  16  of  the 
respect  of: 

Food  and 

Drugs  Act 

,  1955,  in 

Ice  Cream.  .  . 

•  •  • 

.  36 

Sausages 

&  Prepared  Meats 

2 

Fish  and 

.  Chips  . . 

2 

No.  of  samples  of 

ice  cream  submitted  for 

Methylene  Blue  Test  .. 

.  100 

One  hundred  and  nine  of  the  before-mentioned 
’food  premises’  were  inspected  during  the  year, 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  five  inspections  being 
carried  out,  compared  with  ninety  three  and  five 
hundred  and  seventy  nine  during  the  previous  year. 

Food  Inspection 

Butchers’  and  Other  Shops 

Thirty  seven  inspections  were  made  at  butchers 
during  the  year. 

Quantities  of  Foodstuffs  condemned: 

Meat  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  202  lbs. 

Poultry  . 24  lbs. 

Other  ..  ..  ..  ..  '71  lbs. 
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other  Food 


After  the  Ilovemher  floods  584  "bottles  of 
"beer  and  assorted  mineral  waters  were  surrendered 
and  destroyed  at  an  hotel  where  the  "bottle  store 
had  "been  su"bject  to  serious  flooding. 


LIpniD  EGG  (PASTBURISATION)  RFG-ULATIONS  ,  1965, 


I'To  pasteurisation  plants  exist  in  the 
district. 

Two  samples  vt^ere  taken  from  users  of  this 
product,  and  su"bjected  to  the  Alpha-Amylase  test, 
with  satisfactory  results. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


There  are  two  licensed  slaughterhouses  in 
the  district.  A  100;".  meat  inspection  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1963 
was  carried  out. 

There  was  a  considera"ble  reduction  in  the 
animals  slaughtered  'at  one  slaughterhouse,  "but 
it  is  anticipated  that  the  num"ber  v/ill  increase 
again  during  1967. 

The  results  of  inspection  are  tabulated  on 
the  following  page. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  for  the  first  time 
in  my  experience  in  Sher'borne  there  was  not  one 
animal  examined  post  mortem  and  found  to  have 
tu"bercular  lesions. 


SUi^jlMARY  OF  SANITARY  IHSRECTIOHS  CARRIED  OUT 
Total  Ho.  of  insnections  (under  all  headings)  3."? 28 


Total  No.  of  informal  notices  served  . .  75 
Total  No.  of  informal  notices  complied  with  69 
Total  No.  of  statutory  notices  served  ..  5 
Total  No.  of  statutory  notices  complied  v/ith  5 
Total  No.  of  prosecutions .  Nil 


11 


Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected,  and  Condemned 


1966 


Cattle 
Including  ^ 
Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  ^ 
and 
Lambs ' 

Pigs 

■  N'um'ber  killed 

271 

1653 

451  ; 

314  i 

^  NumlDer  Inspected 

271  1 

1653 

451  1 

314 

;  All  diseases  except 

1  Tuberculosis  and 

i  Cysticerci 

i  Whole  carcases 
condemned 

— 

19 

1 

— 

i  Carcases  of  which 
;  some  part  or 
organ  was 
condemned 

' 

42  i 

41 

28 

45 

1  Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci 

; 

15.49^  i 

3.  63^ 

6.43% 

14.29%  1 

Tuberculosis  Only 

i 

1 

i  Yfriole  carcases 
condemned 

i 

1 

1 

j 

1  Carcases  of  which 
i  some  part  or  organ 
viras  condemned 

1 

*  j 

i  Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 

I  tuberculosis 

•  1 

i 

f 

C.ysticercosis 

^  Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

.  ( 

:  ? 

t  » 

2  ' 

. 

. 

:  Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

:  i 

2  i 

— 

:  Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

~ 

j 
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NOT  I  P  I  A  B  L  E  DISEASE 


Other  than  tuherculosis 


Disease 

Measles 

Dysentry 

Tuberculosis 

New  Cases  notified 

Food  Poisoning; 


Total  Gases  Notified 

60 

3 

Respiratory  N  on-Re  s  p i r a t  or y 


There  was  one  case  of  food  poisoning  notified 
during  the  year. 


NOEL  P.  PEARSON 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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